Prevention/Intervention Ph.D. Minor or Certificate Program

Required Core Courses
Prevention and Intervention Science (3 credits).  This course provides an interdisciplinary overview to prevention theory, research, and practice. A common core of concepts, methods, and terminology is presented.  Among the topics covered are health risks such as malnutrition, school failure, delinquency, child abuse and neglect, and family and community-based interventions designed to counteract risk factors and promote healthy development.  This course will be cross-listed across the four participating units.

Seminar in Prevention and Intervention Science (Interdepartmental Brown Bag) (1 credit)

A follow-up to the Prevention and Intervention Science core course in which participants discuss their interests in prevention and emerging issues in the field.  This weekly one-hour brown bag introduces students to faculty in other departments and professionals/scholars from the community. 

Elective Courses (Students select 2-4 courses, subject to approval of the Steering Committee)

A sample of courses with significant prevention and intervention content are listed below.

Interventions in Social Services, Health, and Education
Health Promotion and Illness Prevention (Nurs 861, 3 cr.)

Critical analysis of the constructs, models, and methods used in nursing research on individual/family health promotion, illness prevention and self‑management of health related problems.

Child Welfare (SW 921, 2-3 cr.)

Implications of knowledge from the social and behavioral sciences and public welfare policy on child welfare problems and services. 

Advanced Intervention Techniques (Epsy 946, 3 cr.)

Critical examination of direct and indirect interventions for children's learning and behavior problems; emphasis on application to educational situations.

Social Policy
Social Policy (SW 952, 3 cr.)

A focus on U.S. social welfare policy with some emphasis on anti-poverty policy.  The course includes overviews of the social welfare system and examples of conducting and presenting policy analyses.  Among the main objectives are furthering student knowledge about the problems of populations at risk that might be lessened by policy intervention.

Seminar in Education and Social Policy (EPS 920, 3cr.)

Educational policy in the context of broader social policy, role of research and analysis in the formulation and implementation of policy, and specific policy issues. Focus varies one topic or several related topics.

Bridging the Gap Between Research & Action (CFS 872, 3 credits)

This course addresses the critical skills and methods needed to gather and apply research-based knowledge and theory to issues in the behavioral and social sciences.  Strategies for conducting research that has relevance for social policy, programs, and the general public will be discussed.  Techniques for translating and communicating research and knowledge to these audiences will also be examined.
Family Policy (CFS 766, 3 credits)
This course will explore the reciprocal linkages between family functioning and public/private policies at the local, state, and federal level.  Students will explore how families contribute to social problems, how families are affected by these problems, and how a family focus in policymaking can contribute to solving social problems.  Students will assess the consequences policies may have for family well-being with special attention to issues such as welfare reform, poverty, and youth risk behaviors.  Students will critically examine different roles for professionals in policy design and implementation

Family and Community Studies
Youth Development in Community and Policy Contexts (CFS New course, 3 cr.) 

This course explores adolescent development as it occurs in community settings such as neighborhoods, schools, youth organizations, and work places. Students synthesize empirical research with theory, ethnography, and experience to understand the processes through which communities affect adolescent development, and vice-versa. Special attention will be given to the design and evaluation of community-based initiatives and policies for positive youth development. .

Adolescence and the Family (CFS 762, 3 cr.) 
This course provides an overview of current research and theory on adolescent development, especially as it pertains to the family. Special attention will be given to how developing adolescents and their families negotiate their interaction with each other and with an expanding network of contexts such as peers, schools and community. Attention will be given to how these developmental contexts and processes relate to current social problems facing adolescents and their families as well as to implications for programs, policy and practice. 


Methodology
Evaluation Research (SW 945,3 cr.)

Overview of the theory and practice of program evaluation.  Topics include history of the field, program conceptualization and design, implementation evaluation, impact assessment, and knowledge use.  Current trends in experimental and quasi-experimental designs, qualitative approaches, and theory-driven evaluation also are covered.  Students write evaluation reports on a specific program as a final project.
Benefit-Cost Analysis (Pub A 881, 3 cr.)

This course will present the welfare economics underpinnings for evaluating the social benefits and costs of government activities. Issues such as uncertainty, the social discount rate,

and welfare weights will be discussed; case studies from the environmental, social policy, and

agricultural areas will be studied.

Structural Equation Modeling (Epsy 711, 3 cr.)

Purposes and methods of conducting statistical analysis of structural models of linear and nonlinear data are covered.  Topics include assessing causality, multiple regression, path analysis, measurement error, methods of estimation, and assessing goodness of fit for a wide variety of basic and applied research situations.

Advanced Quantitative Methods in Population Health (Prev Med 650, 3 cr.)

New course about statistical analysis in population health directly applicable to prevention science.

Qualitative Research Methods (CFS 766, 3. cr.) This methods course introduces students to the logic of qualitative research and the methods used for collecting and analyzing firsthand experience, subjective meaning and process. Different methodological perspectives will be covered, including interpretive phenomenological, grounded theory, ad the extended case method. 

Grounded Theory Methodology: Foundations and Practice (Nurs 801, 3 cr)

This course is designed to explore the intellectual roots of the grounded theory method, its recent evolution, and provide the student hands-on practice designing a study and collecting and analyzing data.

Advanced Methods of Analysis in Prevention Intervention Research (Nurs 590, 3 cr). The purpose of this methods course is to introduce researchers to hierarchical data structures in prevention research and the methods available for analyzing such structures. Topics include; why do we need special multilevel techniques, introduction to multilevel modeling, and special applications of multilevel models (i.e., sample survey methods, repeated measures data, event history models, discrete response data, multivariate models, growth modeling, and nonlinear models). 

Methods of Qualitative Research. (Ed Pol, Soc, Rur Soc 755 3 cr). Introduces qualitative or ethnographic research methods, emphasizing those suitable for educational and other organizational settings.  Considers strengths and limitations of qualitative approaches in relation to varied research problems.  Explores methodological procedures from entry into the field through writing.
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