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NBCOT AND LICENSURE INFORMATION

All Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing forms are completed by the UW
Madison School of Education Academic Dean’s Office, 1000 Bascom Mall, Madison WI
53706. This includes any form that requires signature of the Dean or a school seal. Email
your form and request to Mitchell L. Patton, mipatton@wisc.edu, 608-262-5630.

After the UW Madison fieldwork office receives both AOTA forms from your fieldwork
supervisor (Fieldwork Performance Evaluation for the Occupational Therapy Student and
Student Evaluation of the Fieldwork Experience) of your second Level Il fieldwork placement
the academic fieldwork coordinator (Debbie Bebeau) will submit your fieldwork grade. The
Graduate School then reviews your transcript and notifies the Office of the Registrar that you
are an MSOT graduate. Throughout the 4 weeks following the end of fieldwork continue to
access MyUW to determine whether your MSOT degree has been posted. After the degree is
officially posted onto your record you may submit an online order to the Office of the Registrar
requesting that they send your final transcript to NBCOT.

You MUST begin the NBCOT online application before the end of your second Level Il
fieldwork placement. Read the entire NBCOT handbook at www.nbcot.org, including the
“Submitting the Application” section.

It is essential to complete the NBCOT online application before the end of your second Level
Il fieldwork placement. Your official graduation date is in December. Your second Level 1l
fieldwork placement is October-December. NBCOT closes their online site for holiday break
from late December to mid-January. Only paper applications are accepted during holiday
break. NBCOT will email you in late January with your authorization to test (ATT) and your
NBCOT online status will then reflect “ready or processed.” At that time you may register for
the exam.

DO NOT tell an employer you are available to begin a new employment position in the weeks
immediately following fieldwork. Degree credentials will not be verified soon enough to obtain
a temporary license.


mailto:mlpatton@wisc.edu

Additional Resources

e UW Madison Office of the Registrar, 333 East Campus Mall, Room 10101, Madison, WI
53715-1384. Order your transcript at www.registrar.wisc.edu. NBCOT requires submission of
an official final transcript. This document must indicate that you have received your Masters of
Science in Occupational Therapy degree.

e Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing documents including temporary license
Form #1570 may be found at www.drl.wi.gov. Request Wisconsin public school certification
at Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction www.dpi.state.wi.us only after being licensed
by State of Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing.

e Debbie Bebeau, EdD, OTR
Academic Fieldwork Coordinator
University of Wisconsin-Madison
2165 Medical Sciences Center
1300 University Ave.

Madison, W1 53706
608-262-0093 (phone)

608 262-1639 (fax)
dbebeau@education.wisc.edu

e Diplomas:
Degree Audit & Diploma Services, (608) 262-3782
333 East Campus Mall, Room 10101
Madison, W1 53715-1384

Diplomas are mailed to you approximately 12 weeks after fieldwork.
Submit name changes at www.registrar.wisc.edu

e American Occupational Therapy Association
Membership Division
4720 Montgomery Lane Suite 200
Bethesda MD 20824-1220
301- 652-6611
800-729-2682 member and fieldwork hotline
301-652-7711 fax

www.aota.org

e Wisconsin Occupational Therapy Association
122 E Olin Avenue Suite 165
Madison WI 53713
608-287-1606
608-287-1608 fax
www.wota.net


http://www.registrar.wisc.edu/
http://www.aota.org/
http://www.wota.net/

e Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing
Bureau of Health Professions
1400 E Washington Avenue
PO Box 8935
Madison WI 53708
608-266-2112
www.drl.wi.gov

e Licensure in States outside Wisconsin: Regulatory board contact information for states
outside Wisconsin at www.aota.org.

e NBCOT (National Board for Certification of Occupational Therapists)
12 S Summit Avenue Suite 100
Gaithersburg MD 20877
301-990-7979
301-869-8492 fax
www.nbcot.org



http://www.drl.wi.gov/
http://www.aota.org/
http://www.nbcot.org/

Fieldwork
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Occupational Therapy Program

Overview of Level | Fieldwork

e CPR and Immunization Requirements
All Level | and Level Il fieldwork students must complete cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
certification on a biennial basis and students must maintain tuberculosis (TB) testing and influenza
(flu) vaccine on an annual basis. Students must contact the fieldwork coordinator of their fieldwork
placement facility to determine whether the facility has specific health requirements. Some fieldwork
facilities require that additional TB testing occurs within 6 weeks of the fieldwork placement start
date. Examples include Mendota Mental Health Institute and Central Wisconsin Center. It is essential
to contact your fieldwork facility well in advance of your start date.

e Criminal Background Check and Health Requirements
Students must complete establish an account at www.certifiedbackground.com. Students must submit
information for a national criminal background check and submit CPR, TB, influenza and health
insurance documentation.

e Purpose
The purpose of Level I fieldwork is to introduce the occupational therapy (OT) student to a variety of
settings in which occupational therapists work. At UW-Madison all students will complete three 40-
hour Level I fieldwork experiences. These Level | experiences occur in conjunction with the UW-
Madison lifespan curriculum (i.e. Level | fieldwork in pediatrics while taking a pediatric course).
Qualified supervisors for Level I fieldwork include but are not limited to OT practitioners,
psychologists, social workers, physician assistants, teachers, recreational therapists, nurses and
physical therapists.

e Generic Abilities Assessment Tool
Level I fieldwork students are evaluated by the Generic Abilities Assessment tool (see Level | Forms
section at the end of this manual). The student must receive a score of at least “3” in all areas to pass
Level I fieldwork. If a student does not receive a score of “3”, the fieldwork coordinator, student and
clinical supervisor will develop an “Action to Be Taken” plan.

e Action to Be Taken
If a student receives a score of “1” or “2” (needing improvement) on the Generic Abilities Assessment
tool, the student is responsible for scheduling a meeting with the UW-Madison fieldwork course
instructor. The student and instructor collaborate on an improvement plan which will address the
identified areas. Specific requirements of the plan can be found in the "Fieldwork Forms™ section at
the end of this manual.


http://www.certifiedbackground.com/

Overview of Level 11 Fieldwork

e Time Requirement
The completion of the equivalent of 24 weeks full-time Level Il fieldwork is required to become a
registered occupational therapist. Level 1l fieldwork must be completed prior to receiving your degree
and taking the NBCOT Certification Exam. Both Level Il fieldwork experiences must be completed
within 24 months of the end of your UW-Madison academic course work. This is a requirement of
the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) and the National Board for
Certification of Occupational Therapists (NBCOT).

e Part-time Status
It is highly recommended that Level 1l fieldwork be completed on a full-time basis. In certain
circumstances Level Il fieldwork may be completed on a part-time basis as defined by the UW-
Madison academic fieldwork program and the fieldwork placement facility. A part-time placement
must be in accordance with the usual and customary personnel policies of the fieldwork placement
facility and must be at least 50% of a full-time equivalent at that site.

e Prerequisite to Level Il Fieldwork
All UW-Madison academic occupational therapy program course work must be completed before
students are allowed to begin Level Il fieldwork. A Master of Science degree in Occupational Therapy
is issued ONLY after successful completion of required Level Il fieldwork. The official graduation
date occurs in December following the completion of the second Level Il fieldwork placement.
Students participate in the May commencement ceremony after academic occupational therapy
program course work is completed. If a student does not complete Level Il fieldwork by December,
then the official graduation date occurs in May or August of the next year. There are only three
graduation dates per year at UW-Madison: May, August and December. Students are eligible to sit for
the NBCOT certification exam after successfully completing all requirements for UW-Madison
graduation.

e Timing of Level Il Fieldwork
Level 11 experiences are completed in July, August, September (summer assignment) and October,
November, December (fall assignment) after you complete a summer anatomy course and 4
subsequent semesters of UW-Madison MSOT program course work. Research for Level 1l fieldwork
options may begin during the first summer semester of your MS-OT program (during anatomy).
Fieldwork information can be found online and in fieldwork binders. See the fieldwork placement
assistant office, Room 2130 Medical Sciences Center (MSC).

e Early Commitment Sites
The UW-Madison fieldwork office contacts all contracted fieldwork facilities in October of your first
fall semester to solicit fieldwork placements for your class. Starting in late November some health care
facilities such as Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Mayo clinic in Minnesota and Froedtert Hospital
in Milwaukee begin to advertise early commitment fieldwork opportunities. The UW-Madison
academic fieldwork coordinator may request a student essay of interest and resume. This information
will be reviewed by the early commitment fieldwork facility. If you commit to a fieldwork placement,
you are contracted with that facility and you may not cancel the fieldwork placement. Early
commitment opportunities are offered simultaneously to other OT programs. Therefore, students



10

should respond quickly to an early commitment advertisement if they are able commit to that
fieldwork placement.

e Selection Process
The majority of students will choose Level Il fieldwork assignments during a selection process that
occurs in March during the first spring semester of your MS-OT program. Students will submit a list
of their top 4 fieldwork placement choices to the fieldwork office by a specified date in March. There
are 2 Level 1l fieldwork choice submission dates or “rounds.” Round 1 is a list of 4 fieldwork choices
that are your priority commitments and Round 2 is a list of 4 fieldwork choices to which you are also
able to commit. You may choose either a summer or a fall fieldwork placement during Round 1. After
Round 1 is complete you will receive an updated list indicating which fieldwork opportunities are still
available. Generally it is advisable to choose at least one adult physical disability placement to prepare
for the certification (NBCOT) exam. The other placement needs to be in a different area of practice
such as pediatrics or mental health. All fieldwork opportunities offered to us will be emailed to you in
December. Those opportunities will be available in the March selection process. If a student has
already chosen an early commitment opportunity, that is their Round 1 selection. If a student commits
to 2 early commitment opportunities, that student is finished with the Level Il fieldwork selection
process and does not need to complete anything additional for Round lor Round 2.

e Placement Materials Provided to Fieldwork Sites
Fieldwork placement materials outlining UW-Madison requirements are emailed to Fieldwork
Coordinators at each fieldwork placement site 4 months before your arrival. Your direct supervisor
may not be aware that this information has been emailed to the coordinator OR if there has been a
change in supervisors, this information may not reach your direct supervisor. If you arrive at the site
and find that copies of the evaluation forms are not in the hands of your supervisor, please contact the
UW-Madison fieldwork assistant.

One copy of each of the completed final evaluation forms is sent back to UW Madison fieldwork
office by the fieldwork site or the student. Please do all you can to ensure that evaluation forms are
returned promptly at the end of your fieldwork placement. The fieldwork site usually retains a copy of
completed evaluations for their records. Be sure to keep a copy of each evaluation for your own
records.

e Financial Aid
If you qualify for financial aid, it is available during fieldwork. The Financial Aid office can offer the
most accurate information on financial aid during occupational therapy fieldwork. There is an option
of taking 6 credits in summer and 6 credits in fall if this provides you with more support financially
through a fellowship or other type of assistance. Please contact the academic fieldwork assistant if
you prefer summer and fall registration versus fall only registration.

e Liability Insurance
This refers to professional malpractice insurance. Each enrolled student is covered by UW
malpractice liability insurance. Information about UW liability coverage has been sent to each
fieldwork facility as part of the current contract. Occasionally a facility may request that a student
carry their own professional liability insurance in addition to that provided by the university.
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e Health Insurance
Health insurance coverage with the UW Madison Student Health Insurance Program (SHIP) is
available to all enrolled students. Students must have health insurance to participate in the UW
MSOT Program and fieldwork. SHIP provides immunization and TB test services only on the UW
campus so you must complete those health requirements before you leave Madison for fieldwork. If
you have a fieldwork placement somewhere other than Madison, SHIP does provide health coverage
for emergencies. You are not covered by workers compensation during fieldwork. NOTE: If you have
SHIP, obtain your health tests and immunizations before the end of the academic fall and spring
calendar. You are not eligible for discounted health tests and immunizations SHIP over the summer
unless you are enrolled as a full-time student.

e Time between Placements
In most cases, time off between fieldwork placements is limited. Take this under serious consideration
when making your travel plans. Summer and fall fieldwork schedules usually provide approximately
10 days between placements.

e New Fieldwork Contracts

1) Initiation of a new fieldwork contract is not common. Contracts are negotiated by UW-
Madison attorneys and the legal administration of each health care facility or school system.
The contract process is lengthy and not guaranteed. Students requesting new contracts may
still be required to participate in the fieldwork selection process with the rest of their
classmates.

2) If a student has a compelling reason to seek a new fieldwork contract, the student must meet
with the academic fieldwork coordinator to discuss the topic. If the coordinator agrees to the
pursuit of a new contract, a written request must be emailed to the fieldwork coordinator with
a thorough explanation including full contact information of the occupational therapy or
rehabilitation services area of the fieldwork facility.

3) New contracts are rare. Only 3 new contracts total are pursued per UW-Madison Masters in
Occupational Therapy (MSOT) class of 26 students. If a new contract is pursued for a student,
a 2" new contract for that student cannot be considered until the entire process of
investigating the initial contract is complete.

e Summer versus Fall Placement Options
If you are interested in securing a pediatric placement, be advised that many of these occur in fall
because public schools are in not in session during the summer, health care facility therapists often
take vacations in summer and pediatric placements often require that the pediatric fieldwork be your
second level Il experience. If you choose a fall adult physical disability slot for your Round 1 or early
commitment selection and you also plan to complete a pediatric placement, your options will be
considerably fewer. There are not many summer pediatric placement options.

e AOTA Performance Evaluation Form
Your performance in the fieldwork experience will be observed and evaluated by your fieldwork
supervisors. Since this is a part of the total educational process we encourage your clinical educators
(fieldwork supervisors) to stress your strengths and to make suggestions for improvement in weaker
areas in order to promote your professional growth.

The University of Wisconsin-Madison uses AOTA’s Fieldwork Performance Evaluation for
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Occupational Therapists. This tool is now in the form of an online survey that will be sent to the
clinical fieldwork coordinator for midterm and final scoring. For a sample see
http://kinesiology.education.wisc.edu/ot/academics/ms-in-occupational-therapy-msot. The form will
be reviewed during one of the fieldwork meetings. Review the form prior to starting fieldwork. Note
the types of behaviors and abilities that will be evaluated. Familiarize yourself with the rating system
so that you know what will be expected of you and how your performance will be evaluated. Each
fieldwork site has been asked to provide performance objectives specific for that site. If these are
available, they are in the Fieldwork Office fieldwork site binders or within the online fieldwork sites
resource. To receive credit for the fieldwork courses OT662 and OT664 you must attain the AOTA
minimum passing score of 90 at your midterm performance evaluation and 122 at your final
performance evaluation.

e Student Evaluation of Fieldwork Experience Form
Students must complete an AOTA Student Evaluation of Fieldwork Experience for each placement.
This is a written evaluation of the training program provided by the facility and may also be available
in online survey format. The Student Evaluation of Fieldwork Experience form has been developed by
the AOTA Commission on Education and is used by students from occupational therapy programs
throughout the country. The form will be made available to the facility and should be completed
independently by each student. A sample can be found in the Forms section at the end of this
document or see http://kinesiology.education.wisc.edu/ot/academics/ms-in-occupational-therapy-msot.
Please confirm that UW-Madison academic courses are listed in the Student Evaluation of Fieldwork
Experience form that you utilize. The standard AOTA fieldwork experience form does not list UW-
Madison academic courses.

e Supervision
We support a variety of supervisory models. Educational standards established by the Accreditation
Council on Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) do not specify a supervisor-student ratio. It is
not necessary to have a 1:1 ratio. A collaborative model with several students being supervised by one
supervisor is a positive means of fostering teamwork skills. We encourage the collaborative model of
supervision because it has been shown to facilitate student development of professional and collegial
skills.

Fieldwork supervision is an interactive process involving joint efforts by supervisor and student to
promote, establish, maintain, and elevate a level of performance and service. If done well, supervision
can foster growth, development, creativity and innovation. Supervision should provide guidance,
support, encouragement and respect. Moving a student toward entry level competence is the goal. It is
very important for students to take an active role in this process. In order to ensure fieldwork success
and minimize problems students should be prepared to be observed and evaluated, be able to accept
and process constructive feedback, and be willing to make behavior and attitude adjustments when
required. Good communication skills, self-knowledge and an open mind are crucial.


http://kinesiology.education.wisc.edu/ot/academics/ms-in-occupational-therapy-msot
http://kinesiology.education.wisc.edu/ot/academics/ms-in-occupational-therapy-msot

e Level Il Fieldwork Dates:

2015
Jun 29-Sept 18
Sept 28-Dec 18

2019
Jul 1-Sept 20
Sept 30-Dec 20

2016
Jun 27-Sept 16
Sept 26-Dec 16

2020
Jun 29-Sept 18
Sept 28-Dec 18

2017
Jun 26-Sept 15
Sept 25-Dec 15

2021
Jun 28-Sept 17
Sept 27-Dec 17

2018 2022
Jul 2-Sept 21 Jun 27-Sept 16
Oct 1-Dec 21 Sept 26-Dec 16

e Graduation

13

The official graduation date is in December at the end your second fieldwork placement. Traditionally

OT students participate in May commencement before starting Level Il fieldwork. Commencement

ceremony and diploma information will be emailed to you.
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Description of Level 11 Fieldwork at UW-Madison

Level Il fieldwork sites are selected based on the quality of the Level Il program offered, compatibility
with UW-Madison OT Program curriculum design and student interest in type of experience and
location. Students must complete Level 1l fieldwork in at least two different practice areas. Students
are strongly encouraged to select placements that provide them with a wide range of experiences
working with clients of various ages, having a variety of diagnoses. All placements are dependent on
site availability and contract viability. Fieldwork sites may be in the Madison area or throughout the
United States.

At the end of fieldwork students are expected to be able to practice OT at or above entry level in a
variety of settings using a variety of models for practice. Throughout Level I and Level Il fieldwork
students are encouraged to seek out experiences in a variety of settings along the illness-wellness
continuum and, depending on interest, to include experiences related to administration, education and
research when possible. Opportunities are available in wellness programs, acute hospital care, long-
term care, schools, traditional institutional settings, community-based settings and private practices.

The focus of fieldwork is on the integration of professional knowledge and behaviors and general
clinical skills. It is not recommended that students limit their FW to in-depth experiences in a narrowly
defined area of practice or any area of practice that is considered beyond that of entry level.
Additionally, it is not recommended that students attempt to arrange FW in every type of unit or with
every diagnostic category of client seen at a particular location. The emphasis should be on mastery of
the OT process from referral through discharge with a smaller number of clients and not solely on
seeing a large number of clients.

It is important to note that fieldwork is not a paid position and students must pay tuition during Level I
and Il fieldwork. Level Il fieldwork courses may be taken either as one summer course of 6 credits and
one fall course of 6 credits; or both as fall courses for 12 credits. For the purpose of financial aid be
advised that 6 graduate credits in summer is full-time status but 6 graduate credits in fall is part-time
status. This may affect both health insurance coverage and financial aid allotment.
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Transitioning to Level 11 Fieldwork

The field experience is an end and a beginning for you. It is the end of the academic learning process.
It is the beginning of the clinical learning experience through application of prior knowledge and
acquisition of technical skills.

You will undoubtedly experience conflicting emotions when entering this period of professional
growth. You will be eager to begin treating actual patients in an authentic working situation, but you
may also be apprehensive and unsure about your skills with patients. The mechanical aspects of a
working day are new and there is also the uncertainty of forming new interpersonal relationships with
staff, patients, clients and other students.

This should be a stimulating period when you can explore your own abilities. You will be encouraged
to demonstrate resourcefulness, expected to be inventive with original ideas and be able to act upon
them, and encouraged to be creative in your approach to clinical problems. It will appear that the field
experience is a very open setting — receptive to new ways and ideas. Realize, however, that although
you are encouraged to be resourceful and original in your treatment approach, these goals must be
within the framework of the facility and the occupational therapy service program. It is not realistic to
expect major program changes to accommodate you or your special interests. There will be times
when your interests may be accommodated but there are gaps between student idealism and working
reality. Because of this you may encounter difficulties while on field experience. “Stress can be said to
occur when an individual feels threatened and his or her adaptive mechanisms tend to collapse. It can
be both the threat itself and the person’s reaction to it.” Not every student will experience difficulties.
However, for those who do, a discussion about the dynamics of clinical fieldwork now may minimize
some of the future problems and offer you possible alternatives for coping with the situation.

The field experience is a teaching-learning process. Conflict with supervision, inadequate feedback, or
worry regarding evaluations and rewards may produce confusion and stress. “An individual’s capacity
to tolerate stress depends on many factors, including early emotional experiences, knowledge about his
or her present situation, motivation and techniques for withstanding tension, self-understanding and
present alternatives.” Conflicts may arise and the therapist and student may assume defensive
attitudes. Clinicians are human with the attributes and faults that we all share. Your presence may be
threatening because of your new knowledge and penetrating questions. Reduction of defensive
behavior and anxieties facilitates the learning process. This reduction of stress will require a
cooperative effort between you and the supervisor.

“The learning environment is established by the educator, based upon the security base of that
individual. The creation of a supportive climate within which learning can take place is necessary for
the reduction of tension and anxiety in the learner. The educator has the important function of creating
a climate conducive to learning. “The primary accountability of providing a good learning experience
for you belongs to the instructor,” but this climate is dependent upon a working relationship of
cooperation from both parties. You should try to have an awareness of these problems in order to
establish realistic learning in collaboration with the fieldwork supervisor. This brief outline cannot
address all problems you may encounter during a field experience. This text may simply generate
thought and furnish resource material for your review. The information may not eliminate all problems
because you are dealing with individuals. But it can minimize some problems you may encounter.
Knowing some of the dynamics of the field education process may assist you to identify difficulties.
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Level 11 Fieldwork Policies

All policies and procedures of the facility and UW-Madison Occupational Therapy Program must be
followed. This includes such areas as body mechanics, infection control, use of equipment and
documentation. If any of these facility guidelines appear to be different from what you have been
taught or are able to follow, it is your responsibility to contact the academic fieldwork coordinator to
help resolve the discrepancy. Contact the academic fieldwork coordinator immediately upon
recognition of a problem.

e Fieldwork Placements
You are committed to a full-time program at your training facility during the AOTA fieldwork
timeframe. Allowable time off is limited to those legal holidays recognized by the facility. Because of
scheduling complexities, seriousness of commitments, time involved for academic and facility staff
and competition for fieldwork opportunities, any cancellation or change of a scheduled fieldwork
placement is extremely discouraged. We recognize, however, that cancellation may be necessary at
times. Only under extreme extenuating circumstances will a fieldwork placement be changed, and the
student must submit their request in writing to the Academic Fieldwork Coordinator or the fieldwork
office.

e Attendance
Consistent attendance and punctuality are requirements of the facilities and the University
Occupational Therapy Program. If the student becomes aware of circumstances which may result in
inability to attend the fieldwork on a regular basis, placement should be scheduled at an alternate time.
No days are designated for personal business and job interviews. Several facility representatives have
requested that we notify students that it is not permissible for students to take off early at the end of
fieldwork because no days have been missed. In the event a student accumulates missed days because
of illness he or she may be expected to make up the lost time. The Standards for an Accredited
Educational Program for the Occupational Therapist identifies a minimum of 6 months or 940 hours as
acceptable for Level 1l fieldwork. One 8-hour sick day, therefore, is permitted during each 12-week
placement. Any time lost beyond 8 hours must be made up.

e Fieldwork Facility Assignments and Requirements
Each Level Il fieldwork facility has a unique set of requirements and assignments directed toward
meeting the objectives stated above. These may be listed in student manuals or described on the
facility Fieldwork Data form. All requirements should be made clear to you by each facility during the
orientation phase. It is student responsibility to clarify facility requirements. Please ask the facility
fieldwork supervisor any questions relating to assignments.

e Grading
Students receive 6 credits for each of the required Level Il fieldwork courses completed successfully.
Grades are reported as either credit (CR) or no credit (N). Credit indicates passing the fieldwork, no
credit indicates failure of fieldwork. In order to receive a grade of credit, students must receive a score
of three (3) or better on the first three items on the Fieldwork Performance Evaluation and achieve a
total score equal to or greater than the AOTA listed minimal passing score printed on the Fieldwork
Performance Evaluation. To avoid a grade of “incomplete,” evaluations must be sent promptly after
fieldwork completion.
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e Failure of Level Il Fieldwork/Students Dropped from the Academic Program
Once admitted to the professional program, students must maintain a 3.00 minimum GPA each
semester. Students must also earn a grade of C or better or “credit” (CR) for all required professional
courses. OT662 and OT664 are required professional courses. Students failing to meet these criteria
will be dropped from the program.

Students who do not obtain the AOTA minimum score indicated on the Fieldwork Performance
Evaluation during their first Level Il fieldwork will not receive a passing grade and will therefore be
on academic probation. Any subsequent fieldwork will not be scheduled until an "Action Plan" has
been written by the student and accepted by the Graduate Student Affairs Committee.

Students who do not obtain the AOTA minimum score indicated on the Fieldwork Performance
Evaluation for 2 Level 1l fieldwork placements will be dropped from the OT Program and will be
ineligible for graduation.

A student who has been dropped from the program for academic or other reasons may apply for
readmission no sooner than 3 years from the date of the decision to end the student’s enrollment. A
student reapplying for admission must meet the program admission criteria in force at the time of
reapplication. The student also must present compelling evidence that his or her personal and
professional growth in the intervening years has been such that the original decision to drop the
student should be reversed. The decision to readmit must be by majority vote of the OT program
faculty. Once readmitted, no particular location, type of facility, or time frame of fieldwork can be
guaranteed to the student in this situation. The above policy has been in effect since August 1988.

e Dropped Fieldwork
Fieldwork may be dropped by the student or discontinued by the facility due to documented problems
the student is having.

The policy for dropping fieldwork is the same as that for all other courses. Students may drop
fieldwork when 2/3 or less of the experience has been completed if compelling reasons exist and
student, academic fieldwork coordinator, program director, and fieldwork supervisor agree to this
course of action. A student must contact the academic fieldwork coordinator and schedule a meeting to
discuss dropping fieldwork. If a student chooses to drop his/ her fieldwork without contacting the OT
program then the program is NOT obligated to reschedule fieldwork. Because fieldwork courses
0T662 and OT664 are degree requirements, the fieldwork would need to be rescheduled and the
student would not be eligible to take the NBCOT exam until a date later than originally planned.

Prior to re-scheduling fieldwork, the student must identify, in writing, the problems that they
encountered and develop an Action Plan for dealing with them. The Action Plan must include a clear
statement of: problems, goals, and strategies. The plan will be reviewed by the Graduate Student
Affairs Committee, which monitor the student’s progress and determine whether or not the student can
be rescheduled for fieldwork.



e Canceled Fieldwork
Fieldwork may only be canceled for the following reasons:

a. The fieldwork facility does not fulfill the requirements of this academic program or
does not provide the student with a rewarding learning experience. The evaluation of
the facility is determined on the basis of periodic contacts with the facility by the
fieldwork coordinator and past student evaluations of fieldwork.

b. There is a shortage of OT staff members or the staff is inexperienced. Therefore, the
director at the fieldwork facility or the academic fieldwork coordinator determines that
the student would benefit more at another facility. Staff shortage may occur
unexpectedly due to an occurrence such as medical leave, termination of employment.

C. The student is experiencing serious family or personal difficulties, or an illness has
occurred that interferes with the student's ability to complete requirements.

The academic fieldwork coordinator will replace the canceled field experience with an acceptable one
for the same time period if at all possible. Unfortunately, it is not possible to guarantee that a
placement can be made for the same geographic area or time as that initially scheduled.

In situation c. the fieldwork placement may be postponed to a future date, depending on
circumstances. Another fieldwork placement may be re-established within 24 months of completing
course work upon acceptable documentation that identified difficulties have been resolved. In this
situation the student may be asked to submit a Plan for Resolution of Difficulties. This will include
statement of the problems, goals and strategies to be used to prepare for future fieldwork.

Unfortunately, it is NOT possible for the University to reimburse students for any expenses
associated with canceled fieldwork. Fieldwork may not be canceled by a student except as stated
above.

e Publishing of Materials
You may not publish information or sell any equipment or present as your own anything shared by
staff at the facility where fieldwork was completed. Permission for publication or use of any materials
must be obtained in writing.

Students may not solicit for contributions, voter support or sale of any item while on facility grounds
or during work time. Students may not solicit any client or family member nor accept a gift from a
client or family member that may interfere with professional judgment/objectivity in the therapeutic
process (Principle 1, AOTA Code of Ethics). A student may be dropped from the facility's fieldwork
program in the event of a breach of any of these expectations.
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o Confidentiality
You will have opportunities to see many new situations. Although it is understandable that you may
wish to discuss these events with others, the sharing of confidential information must be avoided. It is
also essential that confidentiality within your setting be maintained; information pertaining to one
client/patient may never be shared with another client. A breach of confidentiality could impact in a
negative way on the care of a client and may be viewed as serious misconduct on the part of the
student.

You must maintain confidentiality regarding all clients, supervising therapists or other staff and the
OT department where you are affiliating. A breach in confidentiality may result in you being dropped
from the fieldwork program.

e Social Networking Policy

Students shall not present any personal or health information of patients or clients that are seen during
any portion of the MSOT curriculum on any social networking site whether in-class or during
fieldwork. Removal of an individual’s name does not constitute proper de-identification of protected
personal or health information. Inclusion of data such as age, gender, race, diagnosis, date of
evaluation, type of treatment may still allow the reader to recognize the identity of a specific
individual.

Students shall not post patient or client stories or photos such as a before and after photograph of a
patient having surgery, a photograph of a patient engaging in occupation or a photograph of the
contents of a patient’s room.

In posting information on social networking sites students may not present themselves as an official
representative or spokesperson for UW-Madison’s Occupational Therapy Program.

Students may not represent themselves as another person, real or fictitious, or otherwise attempt to
obscure their identity as a means to circumvent the forbidden actions above.

Students may not record and/or post information about faculty, staff or fellow students without their
permission.

e Conflict of Interest
Some students may receive tuition money from facilities in return for an agreement for subsequent
employment. Fieldwork placements should be scheduled at facilities other than those with which such
agreements have been made. To provide the maximum opportunity for objective evaluation of the
student and to insure clear and consistent expectations of a student role, we strongly encourage you to
avoid accepting money (for example scholarship, sign-on bonus, tuition assistance) prior to or during
fieldwork in return for a commitment to work at a fieldwork facility upon completion of fieldwork.

Students may not be enrolled in fieldwork while employed at the fieldwork facility.

e Liability
Facilities have each been provided with a certificate of liability coverage. In the event of a situation for
which the University or student may be liable for damages notify the Academic Fieldwork
Coordinator and provide the program with any appropriate written materials relating to the incident.
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e Accidents and Injury to Students
It is possible, though rare, that a student is injured at the fieldwork site, a client inadvertently receives
injuries during a treatment session, or equipment or materials may be damaged. Notify the fieldwork
office here immediately should you be involved in any such incident. Students are not covered by
the University or the facility for injuries to themselves. Students are responsible for any medical
care they themselves may require as a result of an injury incurred while on fieldwork. Students may be
required to purchase professional liability insurance at minimal cost.

e Optional 3rd Level Il Fieldwork
Optional fieldwork must cover a minimum of 8 weeks for the experience to be formally evaluated
utilizing the Fieldwork Performance Evaluation and recorded as optional fieldwork on school records.
Some facilities require a minimum of 12 weeks. Fieldwork of 8 weeks is assigned 4 credits and
fieldwork of 12 weeks is assigned 6 credits.

For optional fieldwork you will register as special student status because you will have graduated by
then. Policy effective in 1990 requires that students re-apply for admission to the University if
completing optional fieldwork. This is necessary because official records will indicate completion of
your degree program prior to beginning fieldwork as a special student. As a special student, different
guidelines for financial aid may apply. Please check with the Financial Aid Office for necessary
information prior to leaving campus. Availability of financial aid will be tied to number of credits.
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Level 11 Fieldwork Objectives

The following general objectives apply to all fieldwork experiences developed to be consistent with
the conceptual core and curriculum design of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Level Il
Fieldwork experiences will include the application of knowledge of the science of occupation,
professional ethics, effective therapeutic relationships, group process, the contexts of service delivery,
and principles of management and systems. Students will be expected to provide evidence-based
interventions that promote the participation of individuals in meaningful and culturally relevant
occupations within lived contexts. In addition, students will have the opportunity to engage in
research-related activities and participate in the education of others about the practice of occupational
therapy. The term, “client,” may refer to an individual, a group, or a population of individuals. Upon
completion of Level Il Fieldwork experience, the student will demonstrate the following in accordance
with the standards established by the fieldwork center:

1) Competency in evaluation procedures designed to identify problems related to a client’s
satisfactory participation in meaningful occupations in lived contexts
a) Appropriately select and utilize observation, interview, and data from other assessment
routinely used by the fieldwork center
b) Accurately record evaluation results
2) Ability to accurately interpret evaluation data and use that information in developing
appropriate goals and intervention plans that incorporate current knowledge about occupation,
are occupation-based, are consistent with evidence of best practice, and respect client priorities
a) Identify and define problems related to participation in occupations in ways that are
relevant and meaningful to clients
b) Develop specific therapy objectives that reflect a client’s occupational priorities
c) Collaborate with clients and their caregivers and teachers in developing therapy
intervention plans
d) Articulate the clinical reasoning behind the selection of interventions used
3) Proficiency in implementing interventions
a) Establish and maintain a collaborative therapeutic relationship with clients
b) Make program changes in response to changes in client needs
c) Collaborate with other staff, including OTAs, in implementing interventions
d) Set appropriate limits to a client’s undesirable behaviors
e) Accurately evaluate effectiveness of interventions
f) Collaborate on follow-up programs in accordance with a client’s priorities and
discharge environment
4) Effective communication with others
a) Interact effectively with clients, colleagues, other professionals, and community
members from diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds on a one-on-one basis and
within the context of groups
b) Communicate effectively with varied audiences for varied purposes
5) Acquisition of professional behaviors
a) Demonstrate appropriate professional conduct
b) Adhere strictly to all confidentiality standards and protocols
c) Represent the occupational therapy profession accurately and effectively
d) Seek out and make use of feedback from others
e) Provide effective feedback to others



f) Accept responsibility for own actions and the outcomes of those actions

g) Fulfill commitments

h) Differentiate facts from illusions and assumptions

i) Demonstrate a broad sense of professional responsibility to the community and social
and health care issues

J) Contribute to selected management functions

k) Participate in selected research-related activities

I) Contribute to the understanding of others about occupational therapy

Please note that all students are required to meet these general objectives as well as all items on
the Student Fieldwork Performance Evaluation form. Students are also required to adhere to all
professional behaviors as presented during the academic program and evaluated during Level |
fieldwork.
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Types of Fieldwork Sites

The goal of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Occupational Therapy Program is to graduate
students prepared to practice occupational therapy at the entry level in a variety of settings using a
variety of models for practice. Fieldwork sites are selected for Level Il fieldwork that reflect the
current practice of occupational therapy and that provide students a wide range of experiences working
with clients of various ages with a variety of diagnoses.

The current model of Level 11 fieldwork is congruent with that of the curriculum and includes
placements that emphasize pediatric and adult placements that offer experiences in the psychosocial,
physical dysfunction and community-based realms of practice.

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Occupational Therapy Program classifies fieldwork
experiences in the following categories:

Adult Physical Dysfunction (APD)--may include, but is not limited to, settings such as:
Hospital or facility based physical rehabilitation
Inpatient orthopedics, acute care, or general medicine and surgery
Outpatient physical rehabilitation, orthopedics, or hand therapy
Home health
Long term physical care
Pain management programs
Prevention and wellness programs with a focus on energy conservation and prevention of physical
injury.
Industrial rehab with a focus on ergonomics and physical assessment
Facility based orthopedics, acute care, or general medicine
Work hardening or retraining program which focuses on modification of environmental work
space
Assessment and modification of architectural barriers*
- Industrial - Product design*
*These programs, if available, would only be one component of Adult Physical Dysfunction.

Pediatrics (PEDS)-may include, but is not limited to, settings such as:
Non-school based programs for clients with cognitive or learning disabilities and autism
School systems
Home health
Hospital or facility based physical rehabilitation

Developmental Disability (DD)-- may include, but is not limited to, settings such as:
Work hardening programs with a focus on cognitive disability
Programs for clients who have developmental disabilities (with a focus on independent living
skills)
Supported employment programs
Hospital or facility based physical rehabilitation with clients with developmental disability
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Mental Health (MH)
Treatment programs for alcohol and other drug abuse
Case management for clients with chronic mental illness
Crisis intervention programs
Homeless shelters
Community based programs, inpatient, partial hospitalization, community re-entry, and day
treatment programs for clients with mental illness
Prevention and wellness programs with a focus on such issues as stress management

Gerontology(G)
Retirement Planning
Prevention and wellness programs with a focus on such issues as stress management
Hospice
Programs providing support to clients who have Alzheimer’s/Dementia
Assisted living facilities

Community Practice (Comm)
Community based programs, group homes, and day treatment programs

Other (O)

Forensic or prison programs
Within each type of Level Il fieldwork, there may be a combination of several of the listed types of
programs. Not all kinds of programs are available at all times.

Optional, Advanced Fieldwork —may include any of above kinds of experiences in addition to the
following:

Offices of OT organizations (state and national)

Private practice focusing on emerging area of OT not covered in Fieldwork A/B categories

OT educational programs & research
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Preparation for Level Il Fieldwork

In addition to completing any recommended reading or review of fieldwork-related materials prior to
arrival, you may want to plan ahead to improve knowledge and skills in some of the areas listed below
which have posed problems for some students.

Time Management

Money Management

Conflict Resolution

Communication Skills

Body Mechanics/Back Strengthening

Materials from your courses, Basic Professional Practice, and Organization & Management will be
useful resources in preparing for the Level Il fieldwork supervisory process.

e Enrollment Instructions for Level 11 Fieldwork
Most students enroll for level Il fieldwork as 2 fall semester courses: OT 662 and OT 664. You may
choose to register for OT 662 as a summer course which grants summer full-time student status and
OT 664 as a fall course which grants only fall part-time student status. This may impact some students
whose health insurance plans require full-time student status. If you are a teaching, project or research
assistant in the spring semester before Level 1l fieldwork, your summer course tuition is covered
within the tuition remission allowance.

e Residency for Tuition Purposes
Residence for tuition purposes is determined on the basis of the twelve months preceding each
semester/term of enrollment in accordance with Wis. Stats. 36.27(2). Students currently classified as
residents for fee purposes, and who are engaged in an internship program outside Wisconsin, should
be aware that taking steps to establish residency in another state may jeopardize tuition status. For
example, moving belongings to another state, payment of taxes to that state, obtaining a driver's
license or registering a car in another state are actions which may be construed as evidence of intent to
become a domiciliary of that state. Students who will be leaving the state and have questions regarding
the manner of maintaining Wisconsin residency while absent from Wisconsin should consult with
residence counselors in the Office of the Registrar.

e Graduation and Fieldwork Requirements
You need 61 credits to graduate. This includes the 12 credits of Level 1l fieldwork. It is your
responsibility to identify and correct any course deficiencies, incompletes or on-campus requirements
before starting Level Il fieldwork. NOTE: A transcript will be withheld if there are any holds on a
student record. All fines and holds must be cleared. Payment of enrollment fees must be made
promptly.

e Health Requirements
Complete all health requirements of the facility. Because facility requirements sometimes change,
verify requirements with the fieldwork coordinator of each site. Make arrangements for any
necessary health screening and immunizations. You are responsible for providing any documentation
that is required by the facility. CPR certification that covers ages across the lifespan from infant to
elder must be current throughout all fieldwork assignments. Most facilities require that you receive the
Hepatitis immunizations or sign a waiver of liability if you choose not to have the immunizations. In
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most cases expenses associated with health requirements are assumed by the student. Contact the
facility supervisor if you have questions. If you have insurance through the Student Health Insurance
(SHIP) and plan to enroll for both Level Il fieldwork courses in fall semester, you will need to get
your immunizations before the end of spring semester while you are still officially enrolled as a
student. Otherwise, you will not be eligible for SHIP discounted immunization fees until Welcome
Week of fall semester.

e Housing
Review facility information to determine whether previous students offer housing suggestions. Some
facilities maintain a list of housing possibilities. The fieldwork assistant can assist you with strategies
for a housing search.

e Review

o0 Review facility information to determine specific health and other requirements.

0 Review AOTA evaluation forms prior to the beginning of fieldwork so that you are
familiar with requirements and how you will be evaluated.

o0 Confirm facility addresses and phone numbers prior to leaving campus and be sure to
take the information with you.

o Complete CPR recertification if necessary and take your card to the fieldwork facility.

o Complete a liability insurance application form if the facility requires liability insurance
beyond what is already provided by UW-Madison.

0 Make all necessary arrangements for adequate financial support during fieldwork. Most
students choose to enroll for OT662 and OT664 as fall courses and pay tuition as a full-
time student in the fall. OT662 begins in July but can be considered a fall course.

0 Locate the facility and arrange transportation prior to the designated starting time.

e Email Introduction
At least 8 weeks prior to the start of fieldwork